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➢ International Union of Crystallography

➢ An Overview of Mission, Scope, and Impact of IUCr Journals 

OUTLINE
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• Founded in 1947

• Global scientific community adhering to the 
International Science Council (ISC)

• Focus on crystallography advancement

• Support the organization of crystallographic 
global events 

• Appoint Main Editors and Co-editors for IUCr 
Journals

• Approve book proposals

• Oversee the activities of IUCr Commissions

• Support for young crystallographers

• Disseminate crystallographic knowledge

IUCr AT A GLANCE
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IUCr EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The currentIUCrExecutive Committee

President: Santiago Garcia Granda 
(Oviedo University, Spain) 
Vice_president: Graciela Diaz de Delgado 
(University of Los Andes, Venezuela) 
General Secretary and Treasurer: Trevor Forsyth 
(Lund University, Sweden) 

Chief Executive Officer of the IUCr: Alex Stanley 
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The IUCr aims to strengthen its collaboration with its five Regional Associates

IUCr REGIONAL ASSOCIATES



FUNDAMENTALS
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Young Scientists

https://www.iucr.org/iucr/ab.html/scientific-associates/scientific-associate-ecsd

IUCr ECSD
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Purpose

To advance structural science globally by disseminating high 
quality, peer-reviewed research that fosters innovation, 
collaboration, and knowledge sharing, while supporting and 
promoting the principles of Open Science to ensure 
equitable access and reproducibility.

Vision

To empower a thriving structural science community by being 
the premier platform for impactful, openly accessible research, 
fostering scientific discovery and promoting Open Science 
practices that drive future breakthroughs in science.

PURPOSE AND VISION



FUNDAMENTALS
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➢Promote high-quality crystallographic research

➢Ensure rigorous peer review

➢Support scientific integrity

MISSION OF IUCr JOURNALS



The International Union of Crystallography (IUCr) 
publishes six hybrid open-access journals that 
publish cutting-edge research in materials 
science, structural biology and chemistry.

PUBLISH IN HYBRID IUCr JOURNALS



The International Union of Crystallography (IUCr) publishes four 
world-renowned fully Open Access journals in cutting-edge research 
in crystallography and structural science, materials and synchrotron 
radiation. The IUCr's Open Access portfolio includes IUCrData that 
facilitates access to data through publication of crystallographic 
datasets in the biological, chemical or materials science fields. 

PUBLISH OPEN ACCESS IN IUCr JOURNALS



o Compliance with funder and institution mandates and policies

o Author retains copyright through a CC-BY license

o Greater author and institution discoverability and visibility

o Ensuring the accessibility and re-usability of scientific research

ADVANTAGES OF OPEN ACCESS





Join a legacy of scientific 
excellence with IUCr 

Journals



▪ Omar M. Yaghi (2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

▪ David Baker (2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

▪ Jennifer A. Doudna (2020 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

▪ Bernard L. Feringa (2016 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

▪ Martin Karplus (2013 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

▪ Michael Levitt (2013 Nobel Prize in Chemistry)

IUCr Journals are rigorous, respected and at the forefront of 
crystallographic and structural science.

NOBEL LAUREATES WHO HAVE 
PUBLISHED IN IUCr JOURNALS



FUNDAMENTALS
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➢ Section A: Foundations and advances (1968-; optional open-access)

➢ Section B: Structural science (1968-; optional open-access)

➢ Section C: Structural chemistry (1983-; optional open-access)

➢ Section D: Biological crystallography (1993-: optional open-access)

➢ Section E : Structural communications (2001-; fully open-access)

➢ Section F: Structural biology communications (2005-; optional 

open-access)

Acta Crystallographica (1948-1967) 

ACTA  CRYSTALLOGRAPHICA



Journal of Applied Crystallography (1968-; optional open-access) 

➢ Instrumentation and methods
➢ Applications in materials science and industry

IUCrJ (2014-; fully open-access)

➢ High-impact interdisciplinary journal
➢ Covers chemistry, physics, biology, and materials science

Journal of Synchrotron radiation (1994-; fully open-access) 

➢ Emerging technologies
➢ Synchrotron radiation and X-ray free-electron laser (XFEL)

➢ Data in structural science

OTHER IUCr JOURNALS



Structural Biology



Structural Chemistry



Materials



https://www.iucr.org/education/young-scientists/how-to-publish

https://www.iucr.org/education/young-scientists/how-to-publish
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HOW TO PUBLISH: A GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
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Average publication time: 5.4 months

Impact Factor: 1.8

https://journals.iucr.org/a

Covers advances in all areas of structural and materials 

science, from traditional crystallography to nanocrystals, 

quasicrystals, amorphous materials and more

Foundations and
Advances

2.1

6.1 months



The journal has two parts, a rapid-publication Advances 

section and the traditional Foundations section. Articles 

for the Advances section are of particularly high value and 

impact. They receive expedited treatment and may be 

highlighted by an accompanying scientific commentary 

article and a press release.

Submit: journals.iucr.org/a/services/submit

Foundations and
Advances



Focused Issues



Machine learning in 
crystallography and 
structural science

Edited by Simon J. L. Billinge and 
Thomas Proffen

    
        

journals.iucr.org/special_issues/2024/ML
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Focused issue on 
Quantum 
Crystallography

Edited by Paulina Dominiak, Angel 
Martín Pendás and Krzysztof Woźniak

    
        

journals.iucr.org/special_issues/2025/QCr
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Early Career Scientists in 
Structural Science

    
        

In production

Call for papers



Early Career Board

The IUCr Early Career Boards 

offer hands-on editorial 

experience, expert mentoring 

and a place to grow as a 

structural science researcher.
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➢ Longstanding commitment to research excellence

➢ Continuing to lead crystallographic publishing
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CONCLUSION



THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION
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